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Basgic Facts !

Found in Asia and Africa, the elephant is the largest terrestrial mammal. It belongs to the

_Family Elephantidae in the Order Proboscidae. Asian elephants can grow up to 3.0m at shoulder
height and weighs up to 5,000 kg. Only the males have tusks. However, there-is tuskless male
known as makhna. They have 4 cm-thick skin that is tough yet very sensitive. Elephants take
frequent dust baths for protection from diseases and parasites, and spray water and wallow in mud
to keep them cool. The flapping of the ears also serves as a thermoregulatory function in hot
weather. Found in lowland to hill dipterocarp forests, they feed on fruits and grasses, stems, twigs,
bark, root and leaves of a variety of plants, including palms and bananas.
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- " Distribution and Population Status
At the beginning of the 20th century, mere A

100,000 Asian elephants may have existed. While

accurate estimate of the current size of total elephani ’

numbers is unavailable, it is roughly estimated that

there are between 30,000 and 50,000 Asian

elephants remaining, as opposed to 10 times as

many African elephants.

Asian elephants live in matriarchal herds, of breeding
groups of 3 to 40 females and young. Females give
birth to a single calf, sometimes twins, aftera 21-22-
month gestation period. A unique feature of the
elephant social system is called allo-mothering
behavior, where females look after and protect calves
that are not necessarily their own. Males leave the
herd upon maturity, and join other males, or live
alone. They only seek females to mate.

tected status

Internationally, it is listed as an Endangered species
on the 2012 IUCN Red List and on Appendix | of the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered
':_S'peqes of Wild Flora and Fauna (CITES). In Peninsular
A a, it is totally protected under The Wildlife
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Anyone who! injures; mistreats, provided insufficient
food or confines in an enclosure or cage that is not
conducive to the'elephant's comfort or health is liable
to a maximum fine of RM50,000, or 1 year's
imprisonment, or both. Anyone who provokes or
wounds an elephant that consequently becomes an
immediate danger to human life, will be fined up to

: '-@A,’J0,000 or 1 year'simprisonment, or both.
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Conservation Actions Main Threat

As the government agency responsible for wildlife conservation in Peninsular Malaysia,
DWNP carry out many elephant conservation programs. It manages 40 Protected Areas
(PA) in Peninsular Malaysia.  Taman Negara National Park is the largest of all the PAs,
encompassing 4,343 km?, spanning Pahang, Kelantan and Terengganu. In 2007,
Perak's 1,175 km? Belum Forest Reserve was gazetted as the Royal Belum Stale Park,
promising good prospecls for elephant conservation.

In addition, the Government has also initiated the Master Plan for Ecological Linkages of
Central Forest Spine {CFS}. The ecological linkages aim 1o restore the connectivily of the
forest complexes within the CFS and could connec  established wildlife and foresl
reserves. These areas are the key habitat for the elephants and the implementation of this
master plan had been anticipated in elephant conservation programs in the country.

In 1974, DWNP started a program 1o caplure and translocate elephants in conflict
situations 1o safer areas such as national parks and large forest reserves or stale parks.
Since then, more than 700 elephants from Pahang, Terengganu, Perak, Perlis, Kedah,
Negeri Sembilan and Johor had been captured and most were translocated to the various
forest reserves, state parks and Taman Negara.

The National Elephant Conservation Centre (NECC), at Kuala Gandah was established in
1989 as the cenler of elephant translocation team. Besides that, this center also providing
freatment and rehabilitation of orphanage or wounded elephants. At present, the NECC
become as one of the main ecotourism site for visitors to come and interacl with wild
elephantin a natural setting. This center is visited by over 200,000 tourists annually.

Researches on elephants have been carried out either by DWNP officers or in
collaboration with local or foreign research agency. Started in 2011, the Department has
collaboration with the University of Nottingham, Malaysia Campus to carry oul the
Management and Ecology of Malaysian Elephant (MEME) program. The main
component of this research is to study elephant ecology and inferactions with humans

using satellite fransmitter.

In 2009, DWNP was inilialed the electric fencing projects to prevenl elephants from
encroaching inlo villages and plantalions area, Atthe moment, alotal of 100 km elec
fences were conshructed wilh the cosl of about RM5.0 million, The projects were located in

key elephant range states like in Perak, Kelantan, Pahang, Terengganu and Johor.

%,
o
oy &
. e s i
. A-"?l . Displaced elephants are trans!
isplaced elephants are transi
fram conflict areas to safer are
Taman Me
Sunga

Research on translocated ;g

Pra il
e

KM 10, Jolen Cheras, 56100K0ale f_un'np::r, Maleysia, www.wildlife.gov.nmy



